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cc: Ray Guilmette, President


       Ruth McBurney, President-elect


       Diep Dudek, Chair, Science Teacher Workshop Committee


       Daniel McGrane, Chair, Public Education Committee


       Andrew Karam, Director Liaison


       Richard Burk, Executive Secretary


	


A generous member of the Health Physics Society has suggested that we establish a national award for the best paper on radiation benefits, risks and applications by a high school student, and will provide $1000.00 annually for this award. I have discussed this offer with the Awards Committee and we decided to suggest to the donor that the criteria for the award be expanded to include projects as well as papers, and be extended to Junior High students as well. The donor has agreed. The idea is that we can begin the identification process through Chapters that are already involved with science fairs and science teacher workshops in their regions.





My request is that, for this coming school year, if your Chapter participates in a science fair and gives awards for projects that demonstrate radiation benefits, risks and applications, that you pass the information about your awardees, their projects and the criteria you used to determine the awardees to me as Chair of the Awards Committee. Also, if your Chapter participates in a Science Teacher Workshop, please publicize this award and request that any entries be sent to me at HPS headquarters (HPS, 


1313 Dolley Madison Blvd., Suite 402, McLean, VA  22101 or hps@burkinc.com). Electronic versions are preferred. The paper should be no longer than 10 pages and should include appropriate reference citations. 





The Awards Committee has not yet determined the details of this award, especially the number of awards to be given. So, the cash award for each awardee is not yet decided, but it will likely be in the $250.00 to $500.00 range. Entrees would need to be submitted by 1 May 2005. The awardee(s) will be announced at the Annual Meeting in Spokane and the award(s) will be presented at a meeting of the Chapter(s) following the Annual Meeting. The award does not include travel expenses for the student.





The process described is a means to get this award in place for this year and to see what the response is. During this year we will begin discussions with the National Science Teacher Association to develop an effective way to publicize this award for future years. The awards Committee will also establish formal criteria for this award. 





Thanks for your help.

















